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Time/Day
Total Time
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7 hours
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Day 1
25:00
5:00
8:00

Pre-Survey
Assess prior knowledge: Asking students to briefly share their ideas about engineering. What do engineers do? What kinds of things do they create?
Watch the following videos about engineering.
Video: What’s an Engineer? (CC) (youtube.com/watch?v=owHF9iLyxic)
Video: What is Engineering? (UON) (youtube.com/watch?v=bipTWWHya8A)

5:00

Word Splash: Write the word “Engineer” on the board in large letters. After watching
both videos, ask students to share their new ideas. Is this what students thought engineers did? Are there any things engineers do that surprised them?
As students say their ideas out loud, write key words that summarize their ideas on the
board around the word “Engineer” (e.g., problem solvers, robots, etc.).

15:00

Read/listen to chapters 1–3 of Talk to Me.
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Day 2
7:00

Watch the following videos about selective mutism.
Video: Selective Mutism: Basics (youtube.com/watch?v=1rvjeHSCG_0)
Video: This Morning—Selective Mutism (youtube.com/watch?v=NkXFULOtuns)
STOP THIS VIDEO AT 4:10
NOTE: The video says that Maya is “CHOOSING” not to talk, but that is not
true! Correctly point out to students that Maya CAN’T talk because she is too
anxious.

5:00
6:20
3:00
20:00
2:00

15:00
3:00

Discuss the videos in relation to the Talk to Me novel. Why doesn’t Maddie
talk? Help students realize that Maddie actually can’t talk, even if she wants to, because
her anxiety is so extreme.
Video: What is Engineering? (NSF) (youtube.com/watch?v=FAJGx3zP-Eo)
Review student ideas about engineering and add to the Word Splash.
A central theme should be that engineers are creative, and engineers help people by
solving problems.
Chapters 4–6
Recap/discuss the chapters.
Guiding questions: Why do you think Flynn acted so aggressive about having Sadina
turn off his phone? Have you ever thought someone was acting strange? Did you eventually find out there was a reason for it?
Chapters 7–8
Discuss/Predict: What do you think Sadina’s mom and dad were talking about?
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Day 3
5:00
35:00
10:00
1:55

Chapter 9
Activity: AI’s the Limit!
Complete Part A. (See separate lesson plan; you may have to condense this activity
slightly.)
Chapters 10–11
Video: What is the Turing Test? (youtube.com/watch?v=sXx-PpEBR7k)
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Day 4
20:00
3:00

10:00

Chapters 12–14
Recap/discuss the chapters.
Guiding questions: Would it be ethically okay for Sadina and Rio to break into Sadina’s
mom’s desk drawer? Are there any circumstances in which it would be?Have you ever
thought a friend did something wrong? What did you do about it?
Watch the following video.
Video: Innovative Robots that Will Make Our Lives Better
(youtube.com/watch?v=vef4ZbVga4I)
NOTE: This video has a very mild mention of beer at the end. Feel free to skip
the video or stop at 9:00 it if that’s inappropriate for your students!

18:00
2:00

Chapters 15–16
Recap/discuss the chapters.
Guiding questions: Who do you think came in came in the house? Do you think it was
Rio? Parallel Rio and Sadina with Elizabeth and Flynn. How are their situations similar?
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Day 5
14:00
2:39
6:00
32:15

Chapters 17–18
Video: Scientist Profile: Robotic Life Scientist
(https://pbslearningmedia.org/resource/
d5b1aac9-3449-4b81-8896-2f139fe72250/)
Video: What Will the Future Be Like? Wearable Robots
(pbslearningmedia.org/resource/nsn12.sci.engin.design.robots/
wearable-robots/)
Chapters 19–22
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Day 6
15:00
3:00

Chapter 23
Recap/discuss the chapter.
Guiding questions: Do you think Sadina is brave in this chapter? Use evidence from the
text to describe why or why not. Sadina compares everyone frozen in Rio’s house to a
scene in a natural history museum. What is similar about these two images?

8:00

Chapter 24

8:00

Chapter 25

2:00

Recap/discuss the chapter.
Guiding questions: Have you ever said or done something to a parent or family member
that you regretted—either immediately or later on (like Sadina does with her mom in the
driveway)? What did you do about it? What do you think will happen when Sadina gives
the cat to Maddie?

4:00

Chapter 26

10:00

Chapter 27

3:00

6:00

Recap/discuss the chapter.
Guiding questions: Did Sadina do the right thing by asking Rio what was going on with
him and the software? Were the choices Rio made the best possible choices? What other
options did he have? If you had been Rio when Catalina proposed this scheme, what
would you have done and said?
Watch the following videos.
Video: Scientist Profile: Biomedical Engineer
(https://pbslearningmedia.org/
resource/19601c74-6972-423d-b8dc-5be13e952c30/)
Video: Re-engineering Sight | BrainCraft
(pbslearningmedia.org/resource/sight-vision-science-videobraincraft-1048/re-engineering-sight-braincraft/)

3:00

Briefly discuss: How can engineers help people and bodies? If students were bioengineers, what kind of projects would they want to work on?
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Day 7
12:00
5:00

23:00
5:00

25:00

Chapter 28
Recap/discuss the chapter.
Guiding questions: If you were Rio, would you tell Mr. J what you did? Why or why not?
What should Rio do about Catalina’s anger? Should Rio be punished? Why do you think
Rio is smiling when he leaves with Mr. J to go the principal’s office? What does each
team member (Sadina, Paulie, Monica, Catalina, and Rio) bring to the team? How does
each make the team better?
Chapters 29–32
Recap/discuss the ending of the book.
Guiding questions: How are Sadina and her friends engineers? Did students like the
ending? Why or why not? Why was it so important that Sadina and her friends use Bella
rather than a regular computer?
Post-Survey
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